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Spotlight: DOGAMI, Permitting, and Resources for Oregon’s Aggregate Industry 

 

With MSHA, DOGAMI is the other main regulator in Oregon for those in the aggregate 

industry. For those who are already in or thinking of becoming a part of the aggregate 

surface mining industry in Oregon, it requires navigating a thoughtful but complex 

regulatory framework. At the center of this process is DOGAMI—the Oregon Department of 

Geology and Mineral Industries. DOGAMI oversees permitting, compliance, and 

reclamation for aggregate surface mining operations across the state, ensuring that 

projects are conducted responsibly and in line with state law 

If you are considering starting or expanding a surface mine in Oregon, here are a few 

important steps and resources to keep in mind: 

 

Understanding Permitting 

 

• Start Early: The permitting process with DOGAMI involves environmental, safety, 

and land-use considerations that can take significant time to coordinate. Early 

planning avoids costly delays. 

http://www.oraggregate.com/


 

• Coordinate Locally: Many counties and municipalities have their own requirements 

that align with or complement DOGAMI regulations. Be proactive in working with 

both DOGAMI and local jurisdictions. 

 

• Plan for Reclamation: DOGAMI requires reclamation plans that describe how 

mined land will be restored. Building this into your business plan early 

demonstrates good stewardship and builds community trust. 

 

• Stay Informed 

For timely updates on permitting rules, policies, and regulatory changes, we recommend 

reading ENGAGe, DOGAMI’s dedicated newsletter. It offers practical insights for operators, 

applicants, and anyone interested in Oregon’s aggregate industry. The ENGAGe newsletter 

can be found on DOGAMI’s website at https://www.oregon.gov/dogami/mlrr/Pages/default.aspx. 

The most recent ENGAGe newsletter is included here.  There is also plenty of other helpful 

information on DOGAMI’s website that is useful to those in the industry. 

 

Helpful Tips for Operators New and Old 

 

• Build Relationships: Establish strong communication with DOGAMI staff and local 

regulators—they are valuable partners in helping you navigate requirements. 

 

• Seek Mentorship: Connect with experienced operators within OIAA or other groups 

who have successfully operated in Oregon. Their real-world advice can save time 

and effort. 

 

• Invest in Compliance: Understanding safety and environmental requirements 

upfront not only reduces regulatory risk but also helps build credibility with your 

community. 

 

• Use Industry Resources: Look at DOGAMI and MSHA as not only a regulator but 

proactively as a resource to keep your operations in regulatory order. OIAA provides 

yearly miner training as required by MSHA. Leverage these to stay ahead of industry 

changes. 



The aggregate surface mining industry in Oregon is both a challenge and an opportunity. 

With the right preparation, following the guidance from DOGAMI, and support from others 

in the industry, operators can position themselves for long-term success. 

Article provided by Erwin Hackett – Chairman 

 

   Attention!!  

   

We welcome and encourage all of our members to become more 

involved with our association.  You are welcome to attend our 

meetings anytime. Please contact any of our board members for 

information on how you can become more involved, ways we can 

Improve our association and information regarding our upcoming 

meetings.   
                                                                                                                                                                    

     VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.ORAGGREGATE.COM                      

 

We are always looking for information to print in the newsletter. If you have a specific 

article, safety information , or any other information you think will be helpful and of 

interest to our members, please submitt them to memberreply@oraggregate.com  

                                
 With two of our founding member directors retiring from our board, we are currently looking 
to add to our Board of Directors. If you are interested in joining us please contact any of the 
board of directors or come to the next meeting to discuss the possibility.   
 
 

Current Board of Directors 

           Erwin Hackett – Chairman 
           Bill Leavens – Vice chairman 
           Melissa Bronson – Secretary-Treasurer 
           Erick Staley       
           Bill Ruchti 
           Andrew Siegmund  
     

 The next meeting is scheduled for October 8, 2025 10AM 
           at the office of KPD – Springfield, Oregon 
                All members are welcome to attend.  
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